((3aS,5S,6S,6aS)-6-Acetoxy-2,2-dimethyltetrahydrofuro[3,2-d][1,3]dioxol-5-yl)methyl acetate (A)
To a solution of β-L-Ribofuranose 1,2,3,5-tetraacetate (5.00 g, 15.71 mmol) in anhydrous CH 2 Cl 2 (126 mL) at 0 °C under an atmosphere of N 2 was added dropwise trimethylaluminium (2.0 M in hexane, 15.71 mL, 31.42 mmol) via a dropping funnel. The reaction mixture was allowed to slowly warm at rt and stirred for 15 h. The reaction mixture was re-cooled to 0 °C and quenched by the dropwise addition of a saturated sodium potassium tartrate (Rochelle's salt) solution (126 mL). CH 2 Cl 2 (125 mL) was added and the mixture was stirred for 2 h. The organic layer was separated and the aqueous layer was extracted once with CH 2 Cl 2 (250 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated under reduced pressure to afford the crude product mixture. Purification by flash column chromatography (increasing polarity from 85:15 to 75:25 petrol/EtOAc as eluent) afforded the title compound A solution of C (2.71g, 7.33 mmol) in 30% aqueous acetic acid (54.9 mL) was stirred under reflux conditions (~112 °C) for 2 h, the reaction mixture was the cooled in an ice bath over 1 h and precipitation of the product was observed. The reaction mixture was diluted with CH 2 Cl 2 (55 mL) then quenched with sat. NaHCO 3 (2 x 55 mL). The CH 2 Cl 2 solution was dried over MgSO 4 , filtered and concentrated in vacuo to afford the product as a white solid (2.28 g, 94%), α: 
